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Russian thistle is a weedy annual frequently
found in dry, disturbed areas. As it matures,

Russian thistle becomes highly branched and
assumes a bush-like shape. Like kochia, Russian

thistle is known as a tumbleweed, as it often
snaps at the base and spreads seeds as the

plant tumbles around. In the home garden and
landscape, Russian thistle can be controlled
mechanically by  mowing plants before seed

production. Avoid disturbing the soil, as this will
create favorable conditions for germination of
Russian thistle seeds already in the seed bank.
Additionally, Russian thistle will have a difficult

time competing in well-managed, irrigated soils.
Pre-emergent and post-emergent herbicides can

be used if necessary and if timed correctly. 
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Russian Thistle
Salsola spp.spp., also known as a tumbleweed.

Russian thistle flowers.
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