
Common mallow largely produces by
seed, but fragmented pieces of the
plant can establish under the right

conditions. As a result, management
efforts that focus on removing the
entire plant before it flowers and

produces seed, are critical. As
common mallow matures, it develops
a long, woody taproot, so the younger
the plant is, the easier the plant will be

to remove by hand.

Common Mallow Seedling.
Photo: Phil Westra, Colorado State University,

Bugwood.org. 
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Common mallow is a weed that is
often found in cultivated or

disturbed areas. Depending on the
conditions it's in, common mallow
can behave as an annual, biennial,
or perennial. This plant takes on a

low-growing, spreading form. Due to
its leaf shape, it can often be

confused for geranium; however,
geranium leaves are more deeply-

dissected.  

Flowering Common Mallow.
Photo: Ohio State Weed Lab, Bugwood.org.

Common Mallow
Malva neglecta



For more information on Growing and Giving, go to growandgivecolorado.org

WEEDS
GROW&GIVE&

Common Mallow Seedling.
Photo: Phil Westra, Colorado State University,

Bugwood.org. 

Flowering Common Mallow.
Photo: Ohio State Weed Lab, Bugwood.org.

Common mallow is a weed that is
often found in cultivated or

disturbed areas. Depending on the
conditions it's in, common mallow
can behave as an annual, biennial,
or perennial. This plant takes on a
low-growing, spreading form. Due

to its leaf shape, it can often be
confused for geranium; however,

geranium leaves are more deeply-
dissected.  

Common mallow largely produces
by seed, but fragmented pieces of
the plant can establish under the

right conditions. As a result,
management efforts that focus on
removing the entire plant before it

flowers and produces seed, are
critical. As common mallow

matures, it develops a long, woody
taproot, so the younger the plant is,

the easier the plant will be to
remove by hand.
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